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Abstract

Visual metrology methods with radial distorted im-
ages usually require a radial distortion model and a
pre-calibration. In this paper, we propose a novel 3D
metrology algorithm with at least three uncalibrated
radial distorted images, and also derive a 2D metrol-
ogy algorithm with at least two uncalibrated radial dis-
torted images. The algorithm does not require a radial
distortion model or calibrating camera intrinsic param-
eters except for radial distortion center, which can be
usually known as a prior or computed easily, and cor-
respondences of control points with known coordinates.
The algorithm is of high accuracy, and robust to noise
due to no requirement for specific radial distortion mod-
els. Experimental results show the feasibility and accu-
racy of the algorithm.

1. Introduction

Visual metrology has been used in applications such
as traffic accident investigation, and architecture mea-
surement [3, 4, 5]. The visual metrology algorithms
in the literature can be broadly divided into two cat-
egories. The classical algorithm is to reconstruct the
metric structure of the scene by stereo-vision techniques
[7]. If the Euclidean reconstruction of a scene is ob-
tained, then geometrical information such as distance
and angle can be recovered. However, accurate Eu-
clidean reconstruction is not easy since errors intro-
duced by camera calibration may propagate along the
computational process and cause a loss of accuracy to
the final results. The other one is to use a single un-
calibrated image [3, 4, 8]. In [4], a homography based
approach to distance measurement on a plane was pro-
posed, where the homography was computed from four
specified control points on the plane. The same prob-
lem was also discussed in [8], where several other ap-

proaches to recovering the homography and taking mea-
surement on a space plane were proposed.

The above algorithms are designed for perspective
cameras, and can only do visual metrology within a
fairly small view field. Omnidirectional cameras with
radial distortion have a large view field [2], and the
above metrology algorithms can not be used for these
cameras due to distortion. If cameras with radial dis-
tortions are calibrated, visual metrology is straight-
forward. However, for most omnidirectional cameras
except central catadioptric cameras, the accurate radial
distortion models are not available [1], so the metrol-
ogy results will greatly rely on the assumed distortion
model. Up to now, few attempts have been focused on
visual metrology with uncalibrated radial distorted im-
ages.

In this paper, we propose a novel 3D metrology al-
gorithm with at least three uncalibrated radial distorted
images, and also derive a 2D metrology algorithm with
at least two uncalibrated radial distorted images. The
main contribution is that the proposed metrology algo-
rithm with radial distorted images does not need spe-
cific radial distortion models or calibration. In addition,
the algorithm does not suppose the used images are cap-
tured with the same cameras. The radial distortion cen-
ter is the only intrinsic parameter we need, and it can be
set as the center of mirror contour image or the image
center with the development of camera manufacturing
technique[10]. Alternatively, the radial distortion cen-
ter can be calibrated easily with the geometric invariants
[9]. The detail of the proposed algorithm will be given
in the main text. Simulating as well as real experiments
are given to illustrate the feasibility and effectiveness.

2. Main Idea of This Algorithm

Geometric distortion of a camera lens can be typ-
ically classified into two classes, radial and tangen-
tial. Central catadioptric cameras and some off-the-
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shelf wide angle cameras have only radial distortion 1

[9, 10]. Radial distortion is a nonlinear transformation
of a pixel along the direction from the image center to
the pixel.

The radial distortion center of a camera can be com-
puted with geometric invariants or center of mirror con-
tour image as in [9, 10]. After the radial distortion cen-
ter of a camera is obtained, we move the image coordi-
nate system to the radial distortion center.

In this work, an image point is denoted by m =
(u, v, 1)T in the homogenous coordinates, and a radial
distortion model is denoted by L(u, v). Then the recti-
fied image point of m = (u, v, 1)T with L(u, v) can be
computed by the following equation [6]:

m̂u = (u, v, L(u, v))T (1)

Hereafter, we call the plane that contains the rectified
image points as a rectified image plane.

If m is the image of a 3D point X = (x, y, z)T , then
the mapping between m̂u and X̂ = (x, y, z, 1)T is a
projective transformation, and can be expressed by:

m̂u ≈ PX̂, m̂u × PX̂ = 0 (2)

Usually, P is called the projective matrix between
the space point and the rectified image plane, and it is a
3 × 4 homogeneous matrix with 11 degrees of freedom
as it can only be determined up to a scale factor.
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⎛
⎝ pT

1

pT
2

pT
3

⎞
⎠ =

⎛
⎝ p11 p12 p13 p14

p21 p22 p23 p24

p31 p32 p33 p34

⎞
⎠

Then the equation (2) can be rewritten as:⎧⎨
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(3)

The 3rd equation in (3) is irrelevant to the distor-
tion model L(u, v). We can establish a set of homoge-
neous linear equations in p1 and p2 by the 3rd equation
in (3). Since there are only 8 variables in p1 and p2,
we can determine (p1,p2) up to a scale factor with at
least 7 correspondences of known 3D points and their
images by solving a set of linear equations. After the
vectors (p1,p2) are computed, 3D visual metrology
from at least three uncalibrated images is possible. If
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1It should be noted that our method does not assume that the used
camera has a single viewpoint. The method can be applied in visual
metrology of wide angle images with only radial distortion.
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And then the point
�
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x,
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mined linearly with (4).

If X is on a space plane, assuming the space plane is
at z = 0 without loss of generality, then the relationship
between m̂u and X̂ can be expressed by:
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where X̃ is denoted as X̃ = (x, y, 1)T .
Usually, H is called the homography between the

space plane and the rectified image plane, and it is a
3× 3 non-singular homogeneous matrix with 8 degrees
of freedom and can be determined up to a scale factor.

Denote H Δ=
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Then the equation (5) can be rewritten as:⎧⎨
⎩
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The 3rd equation in (6) is irrelevant to the distortion
model L(u, v). We can establish a set of homogeneous
linear equations in h1 and h2 by the 3rd equation in (6).
Since there are only 6 variables in h1 and h2, we can
determine (h1,h2) up to a scale factor with at least 5
correspondences of known planar points and their im-
ages by solving a set of linear equations.



After the vectors (h1,h2) are computed, visual
metrology on the plane determined by the above copla-
nar points is possible with at least two uncalibrated im-

ages. If the images of a point
�
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the 3rd equation in (6) we obtain two linear equations
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Our 3D/2D visual metrology algorithm with radial
distortion does not need to calibrate the used cameras,
and it can be considered as an extension to the triangu-
lation algorithm for perspective cameras [7]. In fact, the
3rd equation in (3) is a back-projecting plane contain-
ing a 3D point, and the point can be reconstructed with
three back-projecting planes.

3. Experiments

Since our visual metrology with uncalibrated images
does not rely on a radial distortion model, here, we gen-
erate simulated metrology with a central catadioptric
camera. The mirror parameter is ξ = 0.966 , and the
simulated camera intrinsic parameters are:

K =

⎛
⎝ 700 5.0 700

0 710 750
0 0 1

⎞
⎠ (8)

where the principal point (700, 750)T is known.

3.1 Simulating Experiments

Visual metrology for coplanar points vs. noise level
Nine coplanar points are projected onto two image

planes as shown in Figure 1. Five points are known, and
the rest four points are to be reconstructed. Gaussian
noise with zero mean and standard deviation varying
from 0.0 to 1.0 pixel (at the step of 0.2 pixels) is added
to the image points and the radial distort center. At each
noise level, we perform 100 independent trials, and the
reconstructed coordinate with the biggest error is shown
in Table 1.

(a) (b)

Figure 1. (a)(b)Two views of 3D points.
Two views of coplanar points. Blue
squares are known, and red squares are
to be reconstructed.

Table 1. Reconstruction of four scene
points with two views

Noise
level

Reconstruction coordinates

0.0 (4.00,2.00) (0.00,4.00) (2.00,4.00) (4.00,4.00)
0.2 (3.98,1.99) (-0.01,4.04) (2.01,4.03) (3.98,3.97)
0.4 (4.02,2.05) (-0.03,4.07) (1.99,3.90) (3.93,3.88)
0.6 (4.03,2.06) (0.06,3.85) (2.01,3.89) (3.94,3.90)
0.8 (3.96,1.94) (-0.09,4.20) (2.01,3.85) (4.12,4.16)
1.0 (3.92,1.93) (-0.08,4.26) (2.06,4.21) (4.16,4.16)

Visual metrology for 3D points vs. noise level
Here, nine 3D points are projected onto three image

planes as shown in Figure 3. Seven points are known,
and the rest two points are to be reconstructed. Sim-
ilarly, the reconstruction coordinates with the biggest
error is shown in Table 2.

(a) (b) (c)

Figure 2. Three views of 3D points. Blue
marks are known, and red marks are to be
reconstructed.

The reconstruction results in Table 1 and Table 2
with zero noise are the same as the ground truth, and
the reconstructed 2D and 3D points are all close to the
ground truth as noise level increases.

3.2 Real Experiments

In the following, the results are tested by real
data. Due to the space limitation, only the uncali-
brated metrology experiments on a plane are shown
here and other experiments having similar results are
omitted. Two images of a planar calibration pattern are
captured as shown in Figure 3 by moving a NIKON
COOLPIX990 with a FC-E8 fisheye lens (under the



Table 2. Reconstruction of two scene
points with three views

Noise
level

Reconstruction coordinates

0.0 (2.00, 4.00, 4.00) (4.00, 4.00, 4.00)
0.2 (2.00, 3.99, 3.99) (3.99, 3.96, 3.99)
0.4 (2.01, 3.97, 3.96) (3.99, 3.94, 3.94)
0.6 (2.00, 3.97, 3.97) (4.00, 3.99, 3.99)
0.8 (1.98, 4.08, 4.09) (3.99, 3.98, 3.98)
1.0 (2.00, 4.02, 4.03) (3.99, 3.91, 3.90)

wide-angle mode), the images are of 2048×1536 pix-
els, and the image point extraction and matching are
currently done manually.

Here, we use 10 points to reconstruct the other 15
coplanar points. The metrology results are illustrated in
Table 3, and the maximal absolute error is 1.78 cm. The
experiment demonstrates that the reconstruction results
with uncalibrated images are close the ground truth.

(a) (b)

Figure 3. (a) (b) Two views of coplanar
points. Blue marks are known, and red
marks are to be reconstructed.

4. Conclusion

The paper presents a novel algorithm for 3D/2D vi-
sual metrology of radial distorted images. The main
contribution of this paper is that the proposed visual
metrology algorithm for radial distorted images does
not need specific radial distortion models or calibration,
which makes the experiment results more accurate and
stable.

In this paper, we concentrate on only the feasibility
of metrology with uncalibrated radial distorted images,
and we have to point out that the correspondences in
this work are manually selected. The further study on
automatic image matching and 3D modeling with un-
calibrated radial distorted images will be investigated.
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